
The Marriage  
of Opposites 
by Alice Hoffman 
“I adore books 
that transport me 
to a far off place 
in a different 
time—it’s such a 
relaxing escape 
after a long work-

week,” shares Alyssa Rosenthal, 
FIRST associate editor. “So when I 
saw this one, set in St. Thomas in the 
early 1800s—and written by one of 
my favorite authors—I had to pick it 
up.” Rachel Pomié is an intelligent girl 
who dreams of going to Paris and liv-
ing a life entirely her own. But when 
her father’s business starts to falter, 
she is married off to an older widower 
with three children in order to save 
it. Rachel plays the role of obedient 
wife, until her husband suddenly dies 
and his handsome younger nephew, 
Frederick, arrives. Seeing a chance at 
love, Rachel chooses happiness—no 
matter the cost. Says Alyssa, “Rachel’s 
strength in fighting for the love she 
wanted, regardless of how many 
people frowned upon it, was truly 
inspiring.” (Simon & Schuster, 2016; 
Paperback $16, Kindle $12, Nook $12)

Historical fiction

Memoir
Courage to Soar: A Body in Motion, A Life  
in Balance by Simone Biles
“I’m always in need of a little extra inspiration to help me stay 
on track with my New Year’s resolutions, which often include 
the not-so-easy tasks of exercising more and losing weight,” 
admits Carey Ostergard FIRST deputy editor. “And this 
memoir couldn’t have been more perfect.” Through years 
of hard work and determination, gymnast Simone Biles has relied on her faith 
and family to stay focused and positive. In this uplifting read, she describes the 
challenges, trials and small daily acts of courage that have carried her from an 
early childhood in foster care to 14 gold medals. Raves Carey, “Simone’s faith 
and strength helped me realize that the courage I need to achieve any goal is 
already in my heart!” (Zondervan, 2016; Kindle $13, Nook $13)

The Gift of  
a Lifetime 
by Melissa Hill 
“Amid the holiday 
chaos, I like picking 
up a heartwarming 
read before bed to 
help me unwind 
and get me in the 
festive spirit,” says Lauren Gatcombe, 
FIRST assistant editor. “And this one 
did just that!” Beth is enthralled by 
silver-screen romances, but just as her 
seven-year relationship with Danny 
comes to a standstill, she finds out 
she has a handsome new admirer by 
the name of Ryan at her office. Then 
one morning at work, right before 
Christmas, Beth receives a surprise 
rom-com–inspired scavenger hunt that 
leads her all around wintry New York 
City. But as she collects clues, Beth 
can’t help but wonder, will she find her 
long-time beau or her new coworker 
waiting for her at the end? “All the fun 
details and charming characters along 
Beth’s journey made me feel like I was 
on the holiday hunt with her,” raves 
Lauren. “And by the time I turned the 
last page, I felt calm and cozy.” (St. 
Martin’s Griffin, 2016; Paperback $16, 
Kindle $10, Nook $10)

Holiday
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Eyes on You by Kate White
“Nothing enthralls me like a whodunit, and this book had 
me speculating from the start,” says Morgan Greenwald, 
FIRST editorial assistant. “It seemed like every character was 
a potential suspect!” After losing her job and her husband, TV 
journalist Robin Trainer is finally back on the air. But at the 
launch party of her first book, someone leaves a scathing note 
in her purse—and the incidents only escalate until she realizes 
she’s truly in danger. “Through all the twists and nail-biting moments, I never 
stopped rooting for Robin,” says Morgan. “It had me guessing almost until the 
very last page!” (HarperCollins, 2015; Paperback $16, Kindle $10, Nook $12)

Suspense 

Simply Happy 
by Amy Newmark 
“The Chicken Soup 
for the Soul books 
have always been 
a comfort to me, 
so when I saw the 
editor -in-chief 
wrote an advice 
book based on the 
wisdom she’s gleaned from the series, 
I knew I had to give it a read,” says 
Alikay Wood, FIRST associate editor. 
With a warm, easy-to-read style, this 
feel-good guide uses inspirational 
stories of real people to illustrate 
tips for cultivating happiness in any 
situation. “By the time I finished, I 
was feeling peaceful and refreshed.” 
(Chicken Soup for the Soul, 2016; 
Paperback $15, Kindle $10, Nook $10) 

Luck, Love & Lemon Pie by Amy E. Reichert
“Glum winter days get me down, but this charming book was 
the perfect remedy,” says Rebecca Abma, FIRST copy editor. 
After 20 years of marriage, MJ’s husband, Chris, seems more 
interested in playing poker than spending time with her. So 
in an attempt to reignite their marital flame, MJ picks up the 
game too—but she soon finds herself winning tournaments 
in Las Vegas. Says Rebecca, “Not only did I laugh out loud but 

I loved how MJ applied what she learned about human nature at the poker table 
to fixing her marriage.” (Gallery, 2016; Paperback $16, Kindle $10, Nook $10)

Women’s fiction

Inspirational/self-help 
The Mother 
Tongue: English 
and How it Got 
That Way 
by Bill Bryson 
“As a serious 
Scrabble fan, I was 
drawn to this clever 
book about the quirks of the English 
language,” says Janet Charatan, 
FIRST senior food editor. “It made 
for a fascinating reading!” Bryson, an 
American writer living in England, 
traces the history of our language 
through anecdotes and fun facts, 
like why you can talk but your dog 
can’t. “It’s rare to find a book that’s 
informative yet downright funny,” 
says Janet. “And now I’m so ready for 
game night!” (HarperCollins, 1991; 
Paperback $15, Kindle $11, Nook $11)
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